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1 . AMBASSADOR BALEWA, MEA PROTOCOL CHIEF, HAS JUST INFORMED 

ME THAT FMG’S QUESTIONS CONCERNING WACASC HAVE BEEN RESOLVED AND 
THERE IS NO NEED FOR THE EXPLANATION THAT WE AGREED THE EMBASSY 
WOULD SUBMIT. HE SAID" YOUR ORAL PRESENTATION WAS SUFFICIENT - 
WE CAN FORGET ABOUT THE WHOLE THING." I TOLD HIM WE HAD ALREADY 
PREPARED THE NOTE EXPLAINING THE DETAILS OF WACASC OPERATION AND 
WERE ON THE POINT OF SENDING IT TO HIS OFFICE. WE AGREED IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL FOR THE RECORD, AND IT IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO 
MEA ACCORDINGLY. (COPIES BEING POUCHED). BELEWA AGREED TO SEND 
THE EMBASSY A NOTE TO GET US OFFICIALLY OUT FROM UNDER THE 
EFFECT OF THE EARLIER NOTE SUSPENDING CLEARANCES FOR MAJOR PORTION 
OF WACASC SHIPMENTS. 

2. EMBASSY/DEPARTMENT TACTIC OF FORTHRIGHT COUNTER-ARGUMENTS 
TO FMG'S PORT-CONGESTION THESIS SEEMS TO HAVE PAID OFF. OUR 
REFUSAL TO DISCUSS MODALITIES OF PROPOSED CUTBACK, COMBINED WITH 
LOGIC OF OUR ARGUMENT THAT PROPOSED REDUCTION WOULD REDUCE LAGOS' 
PORT CARGO BY ONLY ONE-FORTIETH OF ONE PERCENT, PRESENTED FMG WITH 
EMBARRASSING DILEMMA. TO ARGUE THE CASE ON THE ORIGINAL PREMISE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN PATENTLY ABSURD. AND YET TO ADMIT REAL REASON FOR 
THE DECISION- I.E. ONGOING SECURITY CONCERNS GROWING OUT OF THE 
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IN SHARP CONTRAST WITH EXPRESSED DESIRES FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS 
WITH US. ONLY AVAILABLE ALTERNATIVE FOR FMG WAS TO BEAT A RAPID 
AND QUIET RETREAT. 

3. WE MAY SOMEDAY LEARN WHO WERE OUR FRIENDS IN COURT. AMBASSADOR 
SANU MAY HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN BRINGING ABOUT THIS SDUDDEN 
REVERSAL OF FMG POSITION. HE TOLD ME SEVERAL DAYS AGO THAT THE 
DECISION TO CURTAIL WACASC HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH PORT CONGESTION 
BUT WAS SIMPLY THE PDODUCT OF STILL ONGOING REPERCUSSIONS FROM 
THE TRAUMA OF THE FEBRUARY ASSASSINATION. THE MOTIVATION FOR THE 
DECISION, ACCORDING TO SANU, WAS ONGOING SUSPICION OF THE US 

ON THE PART OF "CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE SMC." HE TOLD ME HE WAS 
UNABLE TO IDENTIFY THEM (I WONDER), BUT HE KNEW WE KNEW THEY 
WERE THERE. IN RESPONSE, I HAD URGED SANU TO DO WHAT HE COULD TO 
IMPRESS UPON THE FMG OUR READINESS TO RESPOND TO ANY SUCH CONCERNS 
ON THE PART OF SMC MEMBERS WITH FULL EXPLANATIONS, AND I REPEATED 
OUR PEVIOUS OFFERS TO RECEIVE ANY FMG REPRESENTATIVES AT ANY TIME 
FOR FULL VISIT TO WACASC FACILITIES. I TOLD HIM I FOUND HIS ASSESSMENT 

FOR THE REASONS FOR THE SUSPENSION ORDER MOST DISHEARTENING. I 
SAID I EXPECTED GREATER MATURITY AND SOPHISTICATION FROM THE SMC. 

I CONSIDERED SUCH ONGOING SUSPICION OF US ACTIVITIES IN NIGERIA AS 
DEMEANING OF THE FMG AND DAMAGING TO ITS DESIRED IMAGE OF OBJECT- 
IVITY AND FAIRNESS IN ITS DEALINGS WITH FRIENDLY COUNTRIES. 

4. FAVORABLE OUTCOME OF WACASC PROBLEM MAY BE ALSO DUE, AT LEAST 
IN PART, TO EFFECTS OF SENATOR CLARK'S VISIT AND FMG DESIRE START OFF 

ON RELATIVELY CLEAN SLATE WITH NEW ADMINISTRATION, IN THIS CONNECTION 
YAR ADUA'S PARTICIPATION IN OBASANJO/CLARK MEETING MAY HAVE BEEN SIGN- 
IFICANT. 
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